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Transforming  
Education:   
Transforming  
Ourselves 
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Focus on EXPERIENCES! 
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30+ Breakout Sessions! 

3 Featured Presenters with 
Extended Sessions! 
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A  MESSAGE from NAREN’s DIRECTOR: 

READY to REGISTER? 

 

3 FULL Days of Workshops and                        
Experiences! 

9 Keynote Addresses! 

3 Featured Speakers! 

30+ Breakout Workshops to Choose 
From! 

Opportunities to Visit Local                       
Community Programs and Schools! 

Gourmet Breakfast and Lunch each 
day! 

Networking Opportunities to Engage 
with Like-Minded Professionals                      
Serving At-Risk Youth! 

CEUs Provided for Maryland Social 
Workers and Reciprocal CEU States! 

Your conference registration fee includes 
the following: 

Reserving YOUR space at this  phenomenal  
conference is easy and can be done in 3 ways: 

 

1. By MAIL: Complete and return the                        
Registration Form on page 17 of this brochure. 
You can mail your check or PO to the address on 
p.1 

2. By EMAIL:  Visit 

www.nationalatriskeducationnetwork.wordpres
s.com, click on the registration form link or scan 
from the brochure. You can email the form to 
wrabelj@atriskeducatiion,net & pay your regis-
tration fee with a credit card  following the web 
links.   

$330 for NAREN 

Associates 

$365 for Non-

NAREN Associates 

CONFERENCE FEES 

“Ready for a truly transformational learning experience?  

The 11th Annual Conference of the National At-Risk Education Network is designed                       
to contribute to the transformation of education for at-risk youth by providing a                                
transformational experience for the professionals that serve at-risk youth. Unlike any 
other workshop you have attended, the NAREN Conference will immerse you in three 
days of experiences that will powerfully equip you to better reach, teach, and inspire             
at-risk students. Just a few of these transformational opportunities include: 

Walking the Brain Path — Travel a live, 3D pathway through the brains of your                 
students that will give you a new knowledge of and perspective on brain-based learning. 

The Poverty Simulation — Learn first-hand the complexities of decision-making when basic 
resources are scarce or non-existent. 

School Visits and Observations — Put your “Boots on the Ground” at some of the most                    
innovative and successful at-risk education programs in the country! 

School Year Assessment, Self-Evaluation and Life Success — Start to positively transform                  
your school by learning how to positively transform yourself! 

Another unique feature of this conference is that seating is limited. In order to provide each participant                  
a transformational experience, registration is capped and the conference will sell out — don’t delay in                      
registering. I promise you’ll have a transformational experience!” 

 

 
 

Frank J. Kros, MSW, JD 
Director, National At-Risk Education Network 

I N T E R E S T E D in learning more 
about NAREN and how to become 
an associate? Visit our website at 

www.AtRiskEducation.net. 
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Wednesday, April 23, 2014 

Dr. Sroka’s inspiring story of the “Power of One” 
kicks off the NAREN Conference. Steve’s journey 

from at-risk student to professor, author and     
internationally-recognized speaker highlights how 

student potential is recognized, affirmed and               
supported by adults who care. Dr. Sroka will                  

challenge you, surprise you and motivate you                   
to use your own “Power of One” to transform                   

the lives of your students. 

Bryan Harris burst onto the professional             
development scene with his 2011 book: “Battling 

Boredom” and has since become one of                          
the country’s leading experts on student                     
engagement. His latest book: “Creating a                

Classroom Culture That Supports the Common 
Core” provides a blueprint for the essential     

classroom skills needed for common                            
core implementation success. 

  

This exciting first-person dramatization, “I Have a Dream: A King’s                  
Journey” is educational in focus and historical in content. Designed to stir 

the emotions and elevate the consciousness, this presentation covers                
African American history from the birth of MLK through present day and 
beyond. Speaking as Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Marcus Gentry captures 
both the time and timelessness of Martin Luther King’s fight for dignity  

and equality for all. 

Dr. Stephen Sroka  
The Power of ONE 

9:00 a.m. 

 

Dr. John K. E. Tan  
Impacting At-Risk Students:    
The Singapore Story 

3:45 p.m. 

Bryan Harris 
Supporting At-Risk Students in 
the Age of Common Core 

8:45 a.m. 

Dr. Steve Parese 
Safe and Sound: Creating                           
Positive Learning Environments 

2:15 p.m. 

 
 

Thursday, April 24, 2014 

A sense of physical safety and emotional security is an     
essential component of effective education, necessary 
for all children to learn. Quite simply, when students 
feel unsafe or insecure, education fails. How safe are 

American schools? And what can we do to make them 
more secure, without fanning the flames of fear? This 

thought-provoking session with educator Dr. Steve   
Parese explores these issues and offers hope for                   

connecting with relationship-wary children and youth. 

Marcus “Dr. Respect” Gentry 
“I Have a Dream:” A King’s Journey 

3:45 p.m. 

KEYNOTE  SPEAKERS  

Dr. John Tan is a social entrepreneur and tireless                  
advocate for at-risk youth in Singapore. His experiences 

from more than 15 years of serving at-risk youth in                
Singapore’s schools reveals both the universal character 

of our profession and the innovations in character                
development so successful to Dr. Tan’s                                    

organization, CARE Singapore. 
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LUNCH KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 
 

Wednesday, April 23, 2014,11:30am to 12:45pm 
 

Dr. Andrew Ross and Cast of The Children’s Guild  
Giving Birth to a Dream: The Founding of NAREN in Musical Review  

Thursday, April 24, 2014, 11:30am to 2:45pm 

Authoring Action 
Authoring Action: Direct from the Source 
  
 

Do you know NAREN’s Founding Story? In this fun and creative “Broadway-style” musical  
performance, Dr. Andy Ross and cast sing and dance the tale of how one man’s journey                
resulted in the birth of the organization that brings us together.  Experience the National At- 
Risk Education Network in a way you never have before! You’ll sing along, tap your feet and 
be inspired about the caring, contribution and commitment that led to the birth of NAREN. 

Authoring Action is a group of talented young people who want to communicate directly to you. 
Harnessing the power of creative writing, spoken word methods, and storytelling through film; Au-
thoring Action engages the minds, hearts and bodies of young people ages 12-18. The goal is                 
to develop them as authors and advocates for social change.  
You’ll be captivated, intrigued, challenged, persuaded and moved by the skill of these young minds 
and their powerful use of the written word to compel us toward both new thinking and behavior. 
http://authoringaction.org/ 
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Lunch ~ 11:30AM-12:45PM 
Slow Roasted Tuscan Chicken  
Sliced chicken, sliced provolone 
Marinated greens 
Roasted roma tomato, freshly baked ciabatta 

 
Tomato and Fresh Mozzarella Sandwich 
Freshly baked ciabatta, fresh basil  
Honey balsamic vinaigrette 

 
Couscous Salad 
Grilled and roasted vegetables 
Extra virgin olive oil, fresh parsley 
 

Country Chopped Salad 
Romaine hearts, carrot, ripe tomato 
Garlic croutons, lemon herb ranch AND honey balsamic vinaigrette 
(served on the side) 
 

 

*Menu subject to minor changes due to  
seasonal /local availability* 

 

Breakfast Buffet ~ 7:30AM-8:30AM        
Crab Benedict 
Lump crab, poached brown eggs, Old Bay                
hollandaise  
Toasted English Muffin 
 

Vegetarian Egg Casserole 
Grilled and Roasted Vegetables, home-fried                     
potatoes 
Feta Cheese 

 
Turkey Sausage 
House-made Cheesy Grits 
Vanilla Yogurt & Granola  
Fresh Fruit Salad 

   Gourmet Breakfast & Lunch  

Thursday, April 24th 
Breakfast Buffet ~ 7:30AM-8:30AM 
Three Cheese, Spinach, and Roasted Tomato Egg 
Sandwich 
Martin’s potato roll 

 
Vanilla Yogurt & Granola 
Fresh Fruit Salad 

Lunch ~ 11:30AM-12:45PM 
Strawberry Fields Salad 
Mesclun, strawberries, blueberries, sliced al-
monds, goat cheese  
Raspberry vinaigrette 

 
Quinoa Pilaf 
“Burnt” onion, extra-virgin olive oil, fresh herbs 

 
Slow Roasted Bistro Filet 
Argentinean chimichurri 

 
Grilled Asparagus  
Olive oil 

 
 

Friday, April 25th 

 

Breakfast Buffet ~ 7:30AM-8:30AM 
Vegetarian Egg Casserole 
Spinach 
Asiago Cheese 

 
Turkey Sausage 
Oatmeal  
Vanilla Yogurt & Granola  
Fresh Fruit Salad 

Boxed Lunch ~ 12:00PM-1:00PM 
Farfalle Pasta Salad  
Roasted tomato, feta cheese, grilled onion 
Baby spinach, lemon basil vinaigrette 

 
½ Slow Roasted Bistro Filet 
Horseradish Dijon crème, pickled red onion 
Freshly baked ciabatta 

& ½ Caprese Sandwich 
Fresh mozzarella, roasted sweet potato 
Baby spinach, apple cider vinaigrette 
Freshly baked ciabatta 

Wednesday, April 23rd 

Delicious Food Prepared 

Fresh Just for YOU by: 
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FEATURED  PRESENTERS  

KEYNOTE  SPEAKERS  
Friday, April 25, 2014 

Ken Crowell 
Online Learning and Kids               
At-Risk: Lessons From                      
the Lion’s Den 

8:45 a.m. 

Gary Grenier  
They Eat Puppies, Don’t They? 

10:15 a.m. 

Jean Carpenter-Williams 
Trauma for Teachers: How Students’ Traumatic Experiences Impact Learning 

10:15 a.m. | 12:45 p.m.  (2 consecutive sessions!) 

Wednesday, April 23, 2014   

 

Living in traumatic environments has a profound impact on every aspect of how a young person  
develops often leaving adults unprepared to respond in a “trauma-informed” way. This workshop 

will teach you to see behaviors through a trauma lens and change focus from stopping behaviors to teaching new 
skills. Learn your role in healing young people who have experienced trauma. When we truly understand the impact 

of trauma, we can begin to develop safe and supportive environments that encourage                                                            
relationships,  healing and learning. 

Marcella Wilson, Ph.D. &                                                                                                                       
Deborah Snyder 
Transition to Success: Breaking the Cycle of Poverty - A National                                       
Framework of Care                             

10:15 a.m. | 12:45 p.m. | 2:15 p.m.  (3 consecutive sessions!) 
Transition to Success is a multi-generational model for educating generational poverty through the creation of a                

network of care. Collaboration among human service, healthcare, education and government programs also creates a 
prepaid network of care. Transition to Success is a scalable, sustainable, measurable and generative business model. 

Friday, April 25, 2014   

The purpose of this workshop is to share with attendees practical, research-supported techniques for 
assessing their success as a school, evaluating their strengths and weaknesses, and managing their 

mind to reach and maintain top mental condition — even under the stresses and challenges of career, family and 
personal life. Drawn from the latest neuroscience, this session will show attendees how to keep their minds in the 
best possible shape emotionally, psychologically and spiritually. Participants will learn how to develop a high level 
of mental fitness and extraordinary psychological health. In addition, participants will be shown how to accelerate 

their learning, deepen their relationships and effectively resolve stress. 

Thursday, April 24, 2014   

Frank Kros, MSW, JD 
Getting Better Every Day: School Assessment, Self-Evaluation, Mind Management 
and Life Success 

12:45 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.  

Ken Crowell is a pioneer in offering on-line educational 
opportunities to students seeking a different way to 

learn. As Colorado State Director at G.O.A.L. Academy, 
Ken has experienced the successes and challenges, 

highs and lows, and accolades and controversies one 
faces when trying to transform educational practice. 
He shares his experiences and reflections on what it 

truly means to be a pioneer. 

In his own unique and provocative  
way, Gary asks us to examine what our                   
culture has taught us about education, why we believe 

it’s true, and why non-traditional learners don’t get 
it!  Good Grief! How and what are we teaching? And 
why? This presentation challenges us to rethink how 
and what we teach at-risk students. Using the power 
of culture, the speaker suggests that accepting our 

role as teachers of moral values will transform                  
ourselves, education, and at-risk youth.   
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       Wednesday, April 23, 2014 
7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Arrival, Exhibitors, Breakfast 

8:30 to 9:00 a.m. Welcome and “Good Morning Baltimore” 

9:00 to 10:00 a.m. 
KEYNOTE | Dr. Stephen Sroka                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

“The Power of One” 

10:00 to 10:15  BREAK 

10:15 to 11:30 a.m. 

FEATURED PRESENTATION        
Marcella Wilson               

Transition to Success: Breaking 
the Cycle of Poverty - A National  

Framework of Care 

BREAKOUT SESSIONS  
(Your Choice of  
7 Workshops) 

EXPERIENCE                               
Frank Kros                                             

Walking the Brain Path:   
An Introduction to Brain-

Based Learning 

11:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. LUNCH - Keynote Performance: Dr. Andrew Ross and The Children’s Guild Staff 

12:45 to 2:00 p.m. 

FEATURED PRESENTATION        
Marcella Wilson    

Transition to Success: Breaking 
the Cycle of Poverty - A National 

Framework of Care 

BREAKOUT SESSIONS  
(Your Choice of  
7 Workshops) 

EXPERIENCE                               
Frank Kros                                             

Walking the Brain Path:   
An Introduction to Brain-

Based Learning 

2:00 to 2:15 BREAK 

2:15 to 3:30 p.m. 

FEATURED PRESENTATION        
Marcella Wilson               

Transition to Success: Breaking 
the Cycle of Poverty - A National  

Framework of Care 

BREAKOUT SESSIONS  
(Your Choice of  
8 Workshops) 

EXPERIENCE                               
Frank Kros                                             

Walking the Brain Path:   
An Introduction to Brain-

Based Learning 

3:30 to 3:45 BREAK 

3:45 to 5:00 p.m. 
KEYNOTE | Dr. John K. E. Tan                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

“Impacting At-Risk Students: The Singapore Story” 

       Thursday, April 24, 2014 
7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Arrival, Exhibitors, Breakfast 

8:30 to 8:45 a.m. Welcome and “Daily Mind Map” 

8:45 to 10:00 a.m. 
KEYNOTE | Bryan Harris                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

“Supporting At-Risk Students in the  
Age of Common Core Standards”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

10:00 to 10:15  BREAK 

10:15 to 11:30 a.m. 

FEATURED PRESENTATION        
Jean Carpenter-Williams                    

Trauma for Teachers: How                 
Students' Traumatic Experiences 

Impact Learning 

BREAKOUT SESSIONS  
(Your Choice of  
8 Workshops) 

EXPERIENCE                               
Frank Kros                                             

The Poverty Simulation 
Experience 

11:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. LUNCH - Keynote Performance: Authoring Action 

12:45 to 2:00 p.m. 

FEATURED PRESENTATION        
Jean Carpenter-Williams                    

Trauma for Teachers: How                 
Students' Traumatic Experiences 

Impact Learning 

BREAKOUT SESSIONS  
(Your Choice of  
8 Workshops) 

EXPERIENCE                               
Frank Kros                                             

The Poverty Simulation 
Experience 

2:00 to 2:15 BREAK 

2:15 to 3:30 p.m. 
KEYNOTE | Dr. Steve Parese 

“Safe and Sound: Creating Positive Learning Environments in the Era of Terror” 

3:30 to 3:45 BREAK 

3:45 to 5:00 p.m. 
KEYNOTE PERFORMANCE | Marcus Gentry 

 “I Have a Dream:” A King’s Journey 

KEYNOTE 

FEATURED               
PRESENTATION 

BREAKOUT 

EXPERIENCE 

BREAK  | LUNCH 

SCHEDULE of  EVENTS 
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       Friday, April 25, 2014 
7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Arrival, Exhibitors, Breakfast 

8:30 to 8:45 a.m. Welcome and “Daily Mind Map” 

8:45 to 10:00 a.m. 
KEYNOTE | Ken Crowell                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

“Online Learning and Kids At-Risk: Lessons From the Lion’s Den” 

10:00 to 10:15  BREAK 

10:15 to 11:30 a.m. 
KEYNOTE | Gary Grenier                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

“They Eat Puppies, Don’t They? Why We Teach What We Teach and Why It Matters”  

11:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. LUNCH 

12:45 to 3:45 p.m. 

FEATURED PRESENTATION        
Frank Kros 

Getting Better Every Day: School 
Assessment, Self-Evaluation, 

Mind Management, and                       
Life Success 

EXPERIENCE 
School Visits 

EXPERIENCE  
Service Projects                               

3:45 to 4:30 p.m. TRAVEL TIME | BREAK 

4:30 to 5:00 p.m. CONFERENCE WRAP-UP, RECOGNITION and PRIZES 

EXPERIENCES  

SCHEDULE of EVENTS 
(continued) 

KEYNOTE 

FEATURED               
PRESENTATION 

BREAKOUT 

EXPERIENCE 

BREAK  | LUNCH 

WALKING the BRAIN PATH The POVERTY SIMULATION 

INNOVATIVE SCHOOL TOURS COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECT 

How the brain learns comes to life in this 
3-D tour through the brain. See, touch, 

hear, smell and taste how the brain per-
ceives, processes, thinks and remembers 

in this one-of-a-kind experience                           
of the mind. 

Research suggests that people think            
differently and make different decisions  
under the often overwhelming stress of  
poverty. Is that true for you? Join a new 
community and experience how socio-

economic status makes you think, feel and 
perform. You may relate to your students                  

in an entirely different way! 

Visit some of the most innovative and 
successful programs for at-risk students 

in the greater Baltimore region.                  
Transportation provided. 

Work shoulder-to-shoulder with at-risk 
youth and contribute to improving the       

community while learning what an                                
at-risk young person is really                                         

like in Baltimore! 

All of these “Experiences” will be offered at no additional charge to conference attendees.                                                   
Pre-registration may be required for some events with specific details provided at the conference. 
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Kickin’ It in the Real World: 25 Free Brain-Based Learning Strategies to Reach, Teach and Protect the Whole 
Child in a Toxic Society 
Presented by S. Sroka | Cleveland, OH - USA 

This workshop will offer the opportunity to “share and care” with a conversation to discuss the ideas                        
addressed in Dr. Sroka’s keynote.  

It will offer 25 free brain-based learning strategies and will address the use of creativity, stress management, 
storytelling, learning styles, circadian rhythms, motivation, and humor. An innovative teambuilding activity 
will be demonstrated. The program is filled with free strategies to take back to your school system to help 
keep your students safe and healthy so they can learn more and live better.  

 
Supporting Adolescents At-Risk of Dropping Out of High School: A Case Study of a Successful High School 
Presented by Janene Beck-Hafner | Antigo, WI - USA 

What are the "“big three” strategies that ensure success with struggling high school students? This                               
presentation discusses the “big three” strategies discovered while researching adolescent development                    
and interviewing administrators, staff and students. The presenters will also share ways to implement the 
strategies in school districts that may have both ample and limited resources. 

 
Chainsaws and Children:  Integrating Technical Education and Relationship Building Across the Curriculum 
Presented by Erick Johnson and Alex Castle | Alexandria, VA - USA 

When was the last time you fixed something? Made something work? Found a creative solution? How did that 
make you feel? Integrated technical education offers the opportunity to build relationships and engagement 
in any subject area. This is a hands-on experience with explication, teaching any teacher to do just that. 

 
Building Relationships in the Trauma Informed Classroom 
Presented by Allison Jones and Kristi Griffith-Jones | Bracebridge, Ontario, Canada & Denver, CO - USA 

Upon completing this workshop participants will:  
Understand the impact of trauma on the developing brain 
Have specific trauma-sensitive, classroom based strategies and tools to create physical, psychological, 
and emotional safety within schools 
Recognize the importance of relationship and its connection to social and emotional regulation within 
and beyond the classroom 

 
Change Your Language, Change Their Lives:  What Adults Can Say Differently Today to Transform the                   
Tomorrows of Our Youth  
Presented by Shauna King | Bowie, MD - USA 

Neuroscience discoveries have revolutionized our understanding of how the brains of our youth learn and  
develop. In particular, brain research reveals how the specific language used by adults who teach, mentor,    
counsel and parent youth has a much more profound impact on their development than previously realized. 
Learn the four powerful “Languages of the Brain” that will transform the lives of the youth you serve. 

 
Building Relationships through the Arts 
Presented by Allison Upshaw | Forest Home, AL - USA 

As we become more connected through technology yet less connected to each other, building real world                     
relationships with our youth is a skill that every educator needs. Our goal is to demonstrate how to strengthen 
relationship building skills through the arts. Activities for social emotional learning (SEL) will be taught that 
target specific goals and can be modified across grade levels. This workshop is fully interactive and you'll need 
to wear comfortable clothing. A not so unrelated byproduct of our relationship building work is increased  
student engagement and participation. 
 

10:15  to 11:30 a.m. 

(continued) 
Wednesday, April 23, 2014 

BREAKOUT  SESSIONS  

 
An Upside Down Organization Workshop! 
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So You Want To Transform??!!! 
Presented by Gary Grenier and The Lincoln Center Staff | Philadelphia (Audubon), PA - USA 

How to transform the culture of your classroom, group home, and organization to support personal growth and 
change.  The three essential steps of change: struggle, transformation, and enlightenment will be explored as well 
as how to design 4 specific cultural components to support change and pro-social growth in staff and students. 
  

 

 
Montessori as an Academic Intervention for Students with Emotional Disabilities 
Presented by Paris Adon, Ed.D.  | Washington DC - USA 
This presentation explores the academics effects a Montessori setting has on students with                 
emotional disabilities. Students with emotional disabilities typically perform at lower academic 
levels compared to their peers, thus educators are relentlessly searching for effective alternatives. 
Those who see this presentation will learn how the Montessori environment may be an effective 
academic alternative for students with emotional disabilities. 
 
Building Community, Character, & Commitment Utilizing                                             
The Circle of Courage Philosophy 
Presented by Stacey Adamczyk | Cudahy, WI - USA 

Connects Learning Center (CLC) is a 4-district consortium high school that was established in January 2001 to             
address the needs of students who did not experience success in the traditional high school environment. CLC staff 
work to build community, character, and commitment among youth at risk using the Circle of Courage framework. 

Participants will leave this interactive session with:  
Activities that promote belonging, mastery, independence, and generosity  
Strategies that contribute to a positive school culture for both students and staff 
Games that educate and build leadership skills in youth 

 
Brain Rules: Plug In, Turn On - Applying the Latest Research to At-Risk Youth 
Presented by Tara Brown | Nashville, TN - USA 

This fast-paced workshop will share the latest research and provide strategies to implement the information                 
into your work with youth. Information covered includes impact of stress on learning, male and female                             
differences, increasing motivation, the power of HOPE and its impact on decision-making, and positive peer                    
connections. 

 
How to Use Illustrations and Activities to Reach the Head, Heart, and Hands of Our Youth 
Presented by Terry Carlile | Longview, TX - USA 

Teaching to the head, heart and hands is crucial with instilling positive habits in youth. Terry will present his top 
life illustrations and how to use group activities to present powerful perspectives with practical application. His 
fast paced, humorous and engaging presentation will provide you with  dozens of tools. 

 
Multi-Sensory De-Escalation Room: An Alternative to the Quiet Room 
Presented by Kelly Spanoghe and Michelle Buchanan-Tyler | Baltimore, MD - USA 

Explosive, aggressive students challenge even the most experienced educators. The multi-sensory de-escalation 
room (MSDR) is based upon research from the fields of neuroscience, mental health, education and occupational 
therapy. This presentation will explore tools for understanding the lagging skills that present obstacles for                     
students, learn sensory techniques to help students self-regulate, explore how brain functioning impacts student 
achievement and develop the student's ability to understand their own behavior. 

 

Wednesday, April 23, 2014  

10:15  to 11:30 a.m.  

BREAKOUT  SESSIONS  

12:45  to 2:00 p.m. 

 
*PLEASE NOTE:  Participation limited to the first 30 
attendees, due to the nature of the activities. 
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Teaching Academic Resiliency to Build Intrinsic Motivation and Drive Student Achievement 
Presented by Roseanne DeCesari | Denver, CO - USA 

Of all the factors contributing to students’ resiliency, none is more closely tied to building intrinsic motivation 
than their level of connectedness with teachers. Learn about all the factors of academic resiliency, tools for as-
sessing them, and innovative, data-driven classroom strategies for building resiliency to drive student engage-
ment and success. 

 
Helping Children Succeed through Relationships: Lessons from Training Teachers 
Presented by Anne Townsend | Baltimore, MD - USA 

Mariposa Child Success Programs has now trained over two hundred educators in its unique approach to                          
managing children's behavior — an approach that focuses on building strong teacher-child relationships while 
accelerating the development of the social-emotional competencies of children. Results from this work will be      
presented and discussed, together with the theory and research underlying the approach. 

 
 
Family Engagement: The Key to Success 
Presented by Dr. Carolyn Bartick Ericson and Dr. Barbara Jentleson | Silver Spring, MD - USA 

School personnel that develop relationships with their students’ families and view parents as partners can                
foster family engagement in children’s education which has been demonstrated to promote improved school 
attendance, grades, test scores, social skills and graduation rates. This workshop will provide knowledge and 
skills to develop these powerful working relationships with families. 
 

Raising the Titanic:  Turning Around the Worst Performing Middle School in the State of Kansas 
Presented by Terrell Davis and Merilee Zimbelman | Wichita, KS - USA 

Truesdell Middle School was the worst performing Middle School in Kansas. It took a visionary style of                        
leadership to change the culture and psychology of the community, students, and staff. We will  explore                   
how culture and relationships within a school affect the cognitive processes of its students. 

 
Restoring Life to a Zombie Culture 
Presented by Terry Carlile | Longview, TX - USA 

You have around 6 hours to impact children during the school day. Understand how their community and cul-
ture greatly shapes their lives. Consider the media, music, family, distractions and dysfunctions each child may 
bring into your domain. Explore the dynamics of how you can positively impact their lives! 

 
Quick and Deep Relationship Building through Playback Theater 
Presented by Kimberly Rattley | Silver Spring, MD - USA 

Playback Theater confirms that no matter what your background your life story is full of important moments 
worth sharing and remembering. Through this live and entertaining medium students see that issues like                  
insecurity, harassment, stress, feeling different, and dealing with parents don’t have to be things they must 
struggle with alone. They can draw strength and perspective from their peers as they see how their life                      
experiences are alike. Instead of isolation, Playback creates connection. These healthy connections lead to                  
more self-motivated and focused learning, sustained attendance, and higher performance in and out of the 
classroom. 
 

“I’m Not Just a Teacher” 
Presented by Dawn A. Nichol | East Orange, NJ - USA 

This workshop focuses in on the role and impact educators have in the development and enhancement of                  
society. Political figures and societal flaws have frayed the image of educators; and this has minimized the  
reputation of teachers. Educators over the years have become so desensitized that when asked what they do, 
the response is, “I’m just a teacher.” This workshop will leave educators empowered and recognizing their char-
acter and worth as Professional Master Educators. 

 
 

Wednesday, April 23, 2014  

BREAKOUT  SESSIONS  

12:45 to 2:00 p.m.  

2:15 to 3:30 p.m.  
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Thursday, April 24, 2014 

It Only Takes One to Inspire and Engage 
Presented by Barnaby Spring - Brooklyn, NY  USA 

In this presentation, Barnaby Spring invites participants to join him as critical thinkers as he translates the 
reality of overcoming personal troubles in his private life to the larger reality of our public and common                 
challenges around the current state of our most vulnerable youth. He does so by telling the story of how one 
relationship with a mentor at a home for boys helped him to extricate himself from the oblivion of a child-
hood of abuse, abandonment, neglect and institutionalized youth care and empowered him in the ongoing 
transformation of his life from one of incognizance to one of awareness, engagement and joyful living. In 
doing so, he illuminates the very real paradoxes and dilemmas we will continue to face as we address the 
needs of our nation’s and our world’s most struggling and disengaged youth. 
 

The January Model - A New Paradigm of True School Reform Based on the Recently Published Book: Fixing 
Public Education 
Presented by Dr. Anthony Dallmann-Jones, Founder and Director Emeritas, NAREN and Professor, Marian                 
University | Fond Du Lac, WI 

Dr. Jones introduces a new model for reinventing public education known as “The January Model” and out-
lined in a new book “Fixing Public Education,” of which he is a contributing author and editor. Dr. Jones 
founded NAREN in 2001 and is the author of “Shadow Children: Understanding Education’s #1 Problem,” 
highlighting the needs of disaffected, traumatized and struggling children found in every school in every part 
of the United States. In this session, Dr. Jones will share what the future of education should look like and 
offer practical  

 
Museum Projects:  Learning on Display 
Presented by Laurie Zimmerli, EdD and Ana DeGea-Coombs | Baltimore, MD - USA 

This presentation demonstrates how to plan creative museum projects that target content standards and 
develop students' understanding of required subject matter. Participants will gain an understanding of how 
students participate in authentic learning experiences and work collaboratively with their peers. The                         
presentation will include actual student museum projects. 
 
 
 

10:15 to 11:30 a.m.  
Therapeutic Behavior Management:  A Systematic Approach to Managing Crisis 
Presented by Dr. Steve Parese | Danbury, NC - USA 

Educators are often called upon to manage serious problem behaviors. Handling these situations can be             
extremely challenging, especially when staff are not operating from a common discipline perspective. This 
workshop offers a systematic approach to managing crisis, first exploring two psychological sources of                 
problems, one deliberate and the other emotional, then offering strategies for managing each. 

 
Lead with Your Heart and the Curriculum Will Follow 
Presented by Tara Brown | Nashville, TN - USA 

To get in their heads we must first get in their hearts. Research is clear that in order for the motivational                
'on-switch' to flip, at-risk youth must feel the love and know that you care. This workshop identifies key                
factors that drive humans to increase their effort, engagement, motivation and achievement. 

 
 
 

 

Wednesday, April 23, 2014  

BREAKOUT  SESSIONS  

2:15 to 3:30 p.m.  
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Are Caregivers “Ready By 21”?  
Presented by Keyandra Brisco and Terry Baisden | Parkville, MD - USA 

Adolescents in foster care define at-risk youth. Are caregivers knowledgeable of the tasks necessary to ensure  
That adolescents with little or no consistent family or community ties are able to be independent and  
self-sufficient by the time they age out of the system?  We will take a look at what it takes for an adolescent in 
foster care to be “ready by 21.” 

 
Coaching the Social Brain 
Presented by Megan Cunningham MS, CCC-SLP, MEd, Janice Sega MS, CCC-SLP and Karen Duncan MA, SLP | 
Cambridge Springs, PA - USA 

Coaching the Social Brain uses audience participation to illustrate generative learning strategies constructed                  
with social collaborative activities that support executive functions. Learn how to reconnect the natural                          
motivational flow for students to create meaningful learning experiences while building their three R’s:                                  
Relationships, Relevance, Resiliency with pragmatic language skill development. 

 
Self-Control, the Marshmallow Test, and the Key to Success for Struggling Students 
Presented by Bryan Harris | Casa Grande, AZ - USA 

The best thing we can do for struggling students is to teach them how to control their own behavior. The ability to 
regulate one’s behavior has been correlated to success in school and in life. This interactive and fun session will 
offer an overview of the research supporting self-control and will give participants 5 easy-to-implement, research-
based methods for helping students to develop self-control skills.   

 
Understanding and Implementing Positive Behavior Support 
Presented by Terri Howard | Milwaukee, WI - USA 

Agencies serving at-risk youth work with individuals who may display behavior that poses a threat of harm to 
themselves or others. This presentation describes an overall strategy to service these individuals, incorporating     
the use of behavioral intervention designed to teach individuals how to manage their own behavior. 

 
Building a Relationship with Yourself through Yoga 
Presented by James Marvin Shiflett | Baltimore, MD - USA 

This interactive workshop will teach you about yoga, its affects upon the brain, and how this ancient art can be 
used to build a stronger relationship with yourself. Through the practice of asana, breathing exercises, and guided 
meditation, participants will learn a self-care routine that they can use in their daily lives. 
 

Giving a Fish a Bath: The Untold Story of the Adolescent Mind 
Presented by Heather Higgins | Baltimore, MD - USA 

Did you ever think the teenage brain was simply impossible to understand? In this revealing workshop, learn the 4 
“secrets” of the adolescent brain that drive the many confounding behaviors adults often experience when                    
working with teens. You’ll never think of the adolescent mind in the same way!  
 

 
 
Kids These Days:  Preparing At-Risk Youth for the Workplace 
Presented by Dr. Steve Parese | Danbury, NC - USA 

Troubled youth often have difficulty with peers and authority figures — difficulties sure to cause problems when 
the transition to the workforce. This highly interactive workshop explains why many young adults have trouble 
adjusting to the culture of the workplace, and offers two cognitive behavioral strategies for teaching them how to 
work through workplace problems. 

Thursday, April 24, 2014  

BREAKOUT  SESSIONS  

10:15 to 11:30 a.m.  

12:45 to 2:00 p.m.  

 

 
An Upside Down Organization Workshop! 
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Growing with Horticulture 
Presented by Margaret Hay | Cincinnati, OH - USA 

For more than five years, Cincinnati Children's Hospital has operated a successful Horticultural Therapy                        
Program for the Residential Psychiatric program. With a greenhouse, small fruit area and raised beds in a                        
garden setting, we have connected our clients with nature and a creative sense of purpose. We foster a sense                    
of responsibility and curiosity as we encourage them to grow to their heart’s content. 

 
Engaging At-Risk Students with Their Own Questions 
Presented by Ryan Champeau, Ph.D. | Waukesha, WI - USA 

What is one essential skill that can facilitate learning for at-risk students? Teach them to ask questions! Even if we 
know in the abstract that students can be more successful learners if they know how to ask questions, the skill is 
far too rarely deliberately taught in school. This session is about teaching students to produce their own questions, 
improve their questions and strategize on how to use them. 

 
Character Based Literacy as a Piece if the Puzzle for the At-Risk Population 
Presented by Tom Kostic | Westminster, CA - USA 

Character Based Literacy (CBL) incorporates character into academic curriculum through six themes in daily lesson 
plans. CBL was developed to serve students with marginal success in school, are at serious risk for school failure 
and antisocial behavior. CBL curriculum has been updated to meet the changes in the Common Core standards. 

 
Mission Possible: Effective Strategies for Building Positive Relationships with At-Risk Students 
Presented by Kelly Davey, Christina McCarthy and Keith Phillipson | Land O’Lakes, FL - USA 

What educator has not felt overwhelmed with the diverse and complex needs of their at-risk students? Connecting 
these students in meaningful and relevant ways lays the crucial foundation for their success. This presentation will 
introduce proven and innovative relationship-building strategies developed by collaboration between Eckerd  
Community Alternatives and Florida public school districts. 

 
Behavior, Communication and Poverty: It’s More than Income Level 
Presented by Grace Roscoe, Ph.D. | Elkridge, MD - USA 

This presentation addresses various levels of poverty and connects these levels to four basic communication                  
styles and techniques (i.e., social or small talk, control talk, search talk, and straight talk) to use when relating                  
to students and parents. Knowledge gained from presentation is to assist attendees in their professional                             
development. 

 
Smart Choices:  Youth Problem Gambling Prevention Program:  Creative Strategies and Resources 
Presented by Carl Edward Robertson | Baltimore, MD - USA 

How many adolescents ages 12 to 17 are problem / pathological gamblers?  Smart Choices is an award-winning 
evidence-based program that offers creative strategies and resources that can be used with at-risk youth and 
youth advocates in both traditional and non-traditional settings, including prevention strategies that utilize                     
CD-ROM technology and creative activities which address attitudes, knowledge and behaviors associated with 
most high-risk addictive behaviors including gambling.   

 
Rethinking the Detention Experience — Keeping Youth Connected While in Custody 
Presented by Mike Shores, Assistant Chief Probation Officer, Sacramento County Probation Department                            
Administrative Services Division and Marc Nigel, Director of Court and Community Schools, Sacramento County 
Office of Education | Sacramento, CA - USA 
      Perhaps no young person is as overtly “at-risk,” as the youth detained in a juvenile detention facility. Students       
      whose freedom is restricted pose unique challenges and opportunities relating to engagement, focus,  
       attention, resilience and connectivity. In this session, Mike and Marc will discuss Sacramento County’s  
       journey to provide youth in detention a connection to learning and to their home school once they leave  
       detention. Learn about what has worked with this most obvious of at-risk populations. 

 

Thursday, April 24, 2014  

BREAKOUT  SESSIONS  

.  

 

12:45 to 2:00 p.m.  
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ABOUT    

TRANSFORMATION  EDUCATION 

Transformation is the theme that connects all of us involved in this special 
conference. Transformation Education (TranZed) is the organizational              

philosophy of the TranZed Alliance. The TranZed Alliance is an affiliation of 
child-serving organizations that believe the foundation of our work is the 
creation of a transformational culture that transmits the values and life 

skills necessary for a successful life. NAREN, The Upside Down Organization 
and The Children’s Guild are all members of the TranZed Alliance. 

 

An Afternoon with Authoring Action: A Workshop on How to Use Writing to Give an Authentic Voice to Youth 
Presented by The Authoring Action Team (Youth and Adults) | Winston-Salem, NC - USA 
As you experienced during the Lunch Keynote on Thursday, Authoring Action uses the skill of writing to provide 
youth with a platform to document their stories and share them with the world and move others to action. In this 
extended session, Authoring Action students and the adults working with them will share ideas on how writing can 
be used in your work to improve engagement, promote self-expression and use experience as a way to contribute 
positively to others. This session is appropriate for both adults and students.  

Make a Connection! 
Follow us: 

Twitter/NAREN_TranZed 
                       linkedin.com/company/national-at-risk-education-network 
                                                  Instagram: NAREN_UDO 

 
Like us: 

Facebook.com/AtRiskKids 

12:45pm to 3:45pm 

Friday, April 25, 2014  

BREAKOUT  SESSIONS  

https://twitter.com/NAREN_TranZed
http://www.linkedin.com/company/national-at-risk-education-network
http://instagram.com/naren_udo
https://www.facebook.com/AtRiskKids
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Stetson School is a nationally accredited, fully licensed, Chapter766-approved Residential 

and Education Treatment Program for young men, ages 9-22, who have problematic behav-

iors, sexually reactive behaviors, complex developmental difficulties, chronic mental illness, 

and other behavioral issues. Stetson supports young men who have suffered from severe 

trauma, have histories of physical, emotional and/or sexual abuse, and who may have had 

disrupted living arrangements or placements. We specialize in flexible, family-driven treat-

ment, safety, stabilization, and assessment.  

Treatment Programs 
 

120-Day Focused and Successful Treatment Track 
(FAST) 

 

Adolescent Behavior Disorder Treatment 

 

Pre-Teen Sexually Reactive Program 

 

Adolescent Sexually Problematic Program 

 

Adolescent Alternative Learning Program  

(tailored to individuals with below average IQs) 
 

Intensive 1:3 Group Home 

 

455 South St., P.O. Box 309, Barre, MA 01005, 978.355.4541 

www.sevenhills.org/stetsonschool 

 
 

To learn more about our supports or to make a confidential 

inquiry, contact Admissions at 978.355.4541 x104 or email 

 koconnor@stetsonschool.org. 

Stetso
n School w
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REGISTRATION FORM 

CONFERENCE HOTELS 
We have negotiated special hotel rates for NAREN Conference attendees. 

Please contact preferred hotel directly and reference the NAREN                                                                       
Conference to receive these discounted rates. 

Name of Attendee: _______________________________________   Date: ______________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________   

Address Line 2: _______________________________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________________  State: __________________  Zip: _______________ 

Telephone: _______________________________  |  Fax: _____________________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

School/Organization Name: ______________________________________________________________ 

      Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Position: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

NAREN Associate (ID#: ______________) - $330.00  |       Non-Associate - $365.00   
 

Paid by:            CHECK - $_______ enclosed  |          PO #_________ attached 

      (Note: To register with a credit card, please visit the NAREN website at www.AtRiskEducation.net) 
              

2014 NAREN National Conference 
ATTENDEE REGISTRATION FORM 

 

To reserve your space in this phenomenal conference, please complete the Registration Form  
below and return via mail to: NAREN, 6802 McClean Boulevard, Baltimore, MD 21234, or via email 

to wrabelj@AtRiskEducation.net. Space is limited and registrations will be accommodated on a 
first-come, first-served basis. 

Sheraton Baltimore North 
903 Dulaney Valley Road 

Baltimore, MD 21204 
(410) 321-7400 or (888) 627-7147 

www.SheratonBaltimoreNorth.com 

Single or Double “Run of House” rate - $109/night 
 

Best Western Plus Towson/Baltimore North    
1100 Cromwell Bridge Rd.  

Towson, MD 21286 
(410) 823-4410 

www.BestWesternBaltimore.com 

King Bed - $79/night   
2 Double/2 Queen - $89/night 

http://www.sheratonbaltimorenorth.com/
http://bestwesternbaltimore.com/


Q  U  E  S  T  I  O  N  S  ?  
E m a i l :  W r a b e l j @ A t R i s k E d u c a t i o n . n e t  

L E A R N  M O R E  a t :  

w w w. At R i s k Ed u c a t i o n . n et  

N A R E N  
6 8 0 2  M c C l e a n  B l v d .  

B a l t i m o r e ,  M D   2 1 2 3 4   
P h o n e :  ( 4 1 0 )  4 4 4 - 3 8 0 0  

e x t .  1 1 1 9  
 

 

 


